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TO THE INHABITANTS 
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IN 


BEVERLEY. 
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18 
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BY 
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AND 
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PREFACE. 


Several of thoſe, who heard the following 
Sermon delivered, having erpreffed a wiſh to have 
a copy of it, I have been induced to publiſh it, 
altho* it was compoſed with no ſuch intention. 
Tt has always appeared lo me, that days ap- 
pointed for public humiliation, were peculiarly 
welt adapted for reproung prevatling vices. But 
general complaints of te mfiaelily and profilzecy 
of the times, however ht, are not calculated tg 


[r duce conviction. 


Pointing out local dijorders, which every 
mean may endeavour lo che, feen more likely tg 
& good. If «hal is here offered to the priblic contsi- 
bu, i ann dogroe to produce a more fortous atten- 
ton lo religion, the Author's deen will be fully 
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Jorr, chap. ii. ver. 13. 


Rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn 
unto the Lord your God : for Te is gracious and 
merciful, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs, 
and repenteth Him of the evil. 


183 ſtyle of the Prophet Joel, is highly figu- 

rative, bold, and expreſſive. He upbraids 
the Iſraelites for their idolatries and intemperance, 
and foretels the calamities which they ſhould ſuf— 
fer, as a puniſhment for their fins. He de- 
nounces that moſt afflicting ſcourge to the human 
race, a terrible famine, which ſhould come upon 
the land by a long drought, and the Locuſts 
which would devour the Fruits of the Earth. 
* The field is wafted, the land mourneth, for the 
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* Joel, clap. i. 10. 
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corn is waſted : the new wine tis dried up, the oil 
languijheth, And in order to avert the dread{ul 
calamity, he exhorts to mourning and repentance, 
and preſcribes a ſolemn faſt and humiliation. 
Therefore alſo now ſaith the Lord: turn ye eren lo 
me with all your heart, and with faſting, and with 
weeping and mourning : and rend your heart and 
not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your 
God. Nending the garments was an uſual external 
ſign of grief and mourning among the Jews, on 
account of any calamitous event : but the Pro- 
phet's command is to rend the heart, to grieve 
inwardly on account of their fins, to renounce 
them, and {ſubmit their own Wills to the Will of 
God. This is that broken heart which is the moſt 
acceptable ſacrifice we can offer to God. This 
will conciliate his favour, and ſecure his pro- 
tection : * For the Lord is nigh unto them that are 
Ha broten heart : and ſaveth ſuch as be of a con- 
{rite ſpirit. And to encourage them to real re- 
nentance, as the only means of deliverance from 
their calamitics, he aſſures them of the mercy 
and goodneſs of God: For he is gracious and 


merci/ut, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs, and 
repenteth 


* Pſalm xxxiv. 1%, 
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2 T repentet IIim of the evil. 


1-3-7 
Men are too apt to 
imagine that the Lord is not mercitul and gra- 


© cious, becauſe He permits calamities to fall upon 
- mankind. When War deſolates a country, and 
a a mercileſs enemy depopulates cities, and reduces 
them to aſhes ; when unfruitful ſeaſons diſappoint 
the hopes of the huſbandman ; or when a peſtt- 


lence deſtroys the miſerable inhabitants of a land, 
by thoulands and tens of thouſands, men impi— 
oufly and raſhly conclude, that if God were mer- 
citul, He would not permit fuch evils. They 
conſider not, that He is a God of infinite mercy, 
even in his ſevereſt viſitations; that it natural 
evils come upon us, they are intended for the cor- 
rection and amendment of our moral evils, And 
therefore they are proofs of His love, and deſire 
to promote our eternal ſalvation. * For whom 
the Lord loveth Ie chaſteneth, and jcourgeth every 
Son whom Te recceiceth. 


Troubles have a natural tendency to reftrain 
the violence of our paſſions, to convince us of the 
inſufficiency of our own ſtrength, and to cauſe us 
to look up to the Lord for help in every time of 
need. Without afhictions, man would be apt to 
A2 forget 


* Heb. Xii. 6. 


E 


forget the obligations of duty, and think himſelt 
independent of his Maker. Without this ſalu— 
tary correction, he would remain inſenſible of his 
danger, and obſtinate in evil; and be fo far from 
condemning himſelf, and imploring the mercy of 
God, that he would glory in his wickednets and 


deſpite the judgments of Heaven. This is as true 


of nations as of individuals. When nations are 
in the enjoyment of peace and prolperity, they 


are too apt to abule theſe bleſſings, and to dege- 


nerate into impiety and vice. They are too apt 
to forget from whoſe bounty they derive their ſe- 
curity ; not conſidering that * the mo#t Iigh rulclh 
in the kinzdom of men, and giveth il to whomſoever 
He till. But wars, famines, and peſtilences, 
reſtrain the vices of luxury and effeminacy, cauſe 
the people to ſee and acknowledge their vileneis 
and weakneſs, and to call upon God for help in 
their diſtreſſes. The Jews, we read, were ever 
prone to idolatry, and the neglect of the worthip 
of Jehovah : they refuſed to attend to the admo- 
nitions of their inſpired Prophets, and deſpiſed 
the laws and ordinances of Moſes the ſervant of 
the Lord. But when they were led captives to 


Babylon, 


* Daniel, iv. 17. 


31 


elt Pabylon, and had groaned for ſcrenty years un- 
alu- ger the Chaldean Yoke, they were effectually 
his cCured of their impious idolatry, into which they 
rom never afterwards relapſed. Thus afflictions con- 
y of yinced them of the error of their ways, tho' they 
and refuſed to attend to the voice of inſtruction in 
rue their proſperity. Would to God, that the Britiſh 
are nation may learn wiidom by the example of 
hey others, and be taught by the troubles we now 
A experience to repent, and reform our national 
apt ices, before they call for more grievous chailile- 
ic ments! * May we vive glory to the Lord our God 
ell before IIe cauſe darkneſs, and before ofen 
der- ble upon the dark Mountains, und white we look for 
des, light, IIe turns it into the Hhadowe of Heatn, wand 
uſe male it groſs darkneſs / 
leis : ; TO 

, We of this nation are engaged in a long and 
in ; | 
= bloody War, which, however necegury and E in 
n of its origin, every man muſt conſider as an evil of 
N great magnitude. To this evil, however, great 
=” as it is, is now added @ /carcity and dearth of 
ed {he neceffaries of life, which is afllicting to ſpeak 
1 of. That which the Lord ſpake of Jeruitlem is 
I happened to us, + Bulold 7 will bc the Nuff of ; 
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1 
bread in Jeruſalem, and they ſhall eat bread by 
weight, and with care. Theſe are evils which 


come home to every man's boſom, and ſhould ex- 
Cite us to enquire into the cauſe of them. 


This is the ſeventh time, in the courſe of this 
dreadiul War, which has ruined fo many coun- 
tries, and defolated the faireſt portions of the 
globe, that we have been called by royal autho- 
iy to humble ourtelves before Almighty God, 
jor the fins of the nation, 1n order to obtain his 
protection and aſſiſtance againſt our enemies. 


But ſince we have {Ull to lament the exiſtence of 


War, and allo the apprehenſion of icarcity, it 


necefſarily follows, that our repentance has not 
been ſincere, and that we labour under the guilt 
of tome great national fin. We have met toge— 
ther, year after year, with all the external folem- 
nity of Faſting and Prayer; we have protctled re- 
pentance, and vowed reformation ; but, 1 fear, 
this has been no more than a ſolemn mockery, 
an external ſervice; we have only ret our gan- 
ments, and not our hearts, For, my brethren, un- 
leſs that repentance and reformation actually fol- 


low ; unleſs we * break off our fins by repentance, 


aid 


* Danicl iv. 27. 


1 


and our inigquilies by ſhewwing mercy to the poor ; 
unlets our hearts become touched with warmer 


ſentiments of love and reverence for our Maker 
and Redcemer, and we demonſtrate the fincerity of 


that love and reverence, by a more confcientious 


obedience tohis commands, and a more ſerious re- 
gard to that ſacred day, which is peculiarly dedi- 
cated to his ſervice: to what purpoſe do we attend 
to this ſolemnity? Do you imagine that the abſti- 
nence, the ſorrow, or the ſupplications of a day will 
avail you? Alas, my brethren, I beſeech you, do 
not deceive yourſelyes. It was not by ſuch a Faſt 
and repentance as this, that the judgments of 
God were averted from Nineveh, when threatened 


with deſtruction. The Ninevites not only hum 


bled themſelves in the duſt, and * cried mightily 
unto God, but turned every one from his evil way, 
and from the violence that was in their hands, And 
if we expect ſucceſs from the Prayers, which we 
have this day offered to the Throne of Grace, we 
mult follow their example ; a ſpeedy and national 
reformation muſt take place. 


I confefs, if we look at the prominent features 
of the manners of the preſent day among us, we 
have 

+ Jonah iii. 8. 


[83 
have but a melancholy proſpect before us. It 
is fuch as every true lover of his King, his Coun— 
try, and ins Religion, muſt lament. Without 
being uncharitable, we may ſafely affirm, that li- 
cent iouſneſs and extravagance ; an inſatiable love 
of pleaſure; and an impatience of diſcipline too 
ffronylv mark the character of the times. But 
not to indulge an ill-natured ſpirit of indiſcrimi- 
nate cenſure, there is one prevailing evil, which 
as it is a fruitful ſource of immorality, ſeems to 


be more particularly deſerving of notice. The 


evil to which I allude, is the want of a religious 


princivle; a diſregard to God and the goſpel ot 
Chriſt. I will not preſume to ſay, that we have 
arrived at that height of impiety as openly to de- 
ny, that there is a God; but it is evident, that 
this awful truth makes little impreſſion on the 
minds of many amongſt us, and has {Ull leſs prac- 
tical influence on their lives. In the higher ranks 


of life, religion is too generally conſidered as a 


concern beneath their notice; its ſacred doctrines 
are ridiculed as ſuperſtitious notions, unworthy of 
the attention of men of enlarged underſtandings, 


and fit only for the employment of narrow 


minds. 


1 


minds“. Influenced by their example, even ma- 
ny of the lower orders of men think lightly of re- 
Iigious obligations, and treat its ſolemn duties 
with indifference. rom this defect of religious 
principle ariſes chieſly that depravity of morals ; 
that levity and profanenets, whick fo vifibly pre- 
vail among us. To what elſe is it owing, that 
the moſt wanton acts of lewdnefs and debauchery, 
which are expreſsly prohibited by the laws oi the 
goſpel, are not only practiſed with impunity, but 
being ſanctioned by the example of the ercat, 
are no longer held diſreputable? To what is it to 
be attributed but tlie want of religious principle, 
that the ſacred name of God is no longer held in 
reverence; that His dignity is perpetually inſulted, 
and his honour blaſphemed by the profane prac» 
tice of common ſwearing? To what caule but 
this, is it owing, that the day, which God has 
lanctitied to himſelf, is ſo generally neglected and 
diſhonoured ? One of His heavieſt charges againſt 
C the 


* How ill ſounded ſuch an opinion is, muſt be evident to every 


man, who contiders, that the great Lord Bacon, Sir Matthew Hale, 


Sir Isaac Newton, the Hongurable Robert Boyle, Mr. Addiſon, and 


Dr. Jonnfon, were not more diſtinguiſhed for the powers of intclle&, 


than tor their piety, and firm belief of chriſtianity 


10-1 


the Jens was, te polluting THis ſabbaths* : a charge 
to which we cannot plead innocent ; if inſtead of 
ſpending that holy day in the obſervance of reli- 
gious duties, in the worſhip of God, and in the 
improvement of ourſelves and families in religi— 
gious knowledge; the whole or the greateſt part 
of it be ſpent in vicious indulgences, in woricly 
buſineſs, or idle amuſements. To what other 
cauſe, but the want of a religious principle is it 
owing, that our churches are generally fo ill at- 
tended ? Let any one obſerve the number of in 
habitants in almoſt every place, and then obſerve 
the congregations in our churches, and he will be 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at the ſmall proportion of 


thoſe who attend the public worſhip of Almighty 


God. He will be alarmed, if he has any fear of God, 
or love for his country, at the multitudes among 
us, who make no profeſſion of religion at all. 
And even of thoſe, who do frequently attend the 
ſervice of the church, any trifling excuſe or pre- 
tence, even fo ſlight a one as the change of the 
weather, which would not prevent them from 


making a common viſit, they deem ſufficient tor 
being abſent from the houſe of God. Such luke- 
| warm 
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arm profeſſors of religion are not leſs injurious 


harge to the church of which they profeſs themſelves 
ad of members, than thoſe fanatical teachers, who, 
reli. Vithout qualification or learning, are indetutiga- 
n the ble in their endeayours to draw the people trom 
cligi- her worſhip and ſervice. Hence ſo many are dit: 
part ſatisfied with the government of the kingdom, 
riely and with to tee the deſtruction both of Church 
other and State. 
2 18 it I would not wiſh to exaggerate our national 
Mat- exils and diforders, or to repreſent our ſituation 
f in in more gloomy colours than it deſerves; yet it 
ferve would ill become me, at this awful crifis, when 
ill be the Lord hath a controveriy with the nations, to 
on of ditguiſe the truth, and fo * {peak unto you ſmooth 
ighty things for fear of giving you offence. © Highly 
God, criminal would it be, on this day, in any preacher 
nong of religion, to attempt to palliate evils, that are 
t all. too glaring to be concealed, and which every ſe— 
d the rious minded man is conftrained to lament. We 
Pre- ought not on ſuch an occaſion as the preſent to 
the ihrink from inquiry; but impartially ſearch out 
from our ways, that we may corre& whatever is vet 
t for gnuts in them. 
luke- 2 be- 


warm 


* Iſalah xxx 10. 


Jbeſeech you therefore, brethren, ſuffer the 
word of exhortation. Regard not what has 
been faid, as empty declamation, or the com- 
mon-place obſervations of the pulpit, at ſuch 
times: but lay theſe things ſeriouſly to heart, 
and reſolve to reform your lives. Let magiſtrates 
be careful to put the laws in force againit of. 
fenders, and exert their authority to ſuppreſs all 
immorality and debauchery, which tend to lap 
the foundations of public fecurity, Let all 
maſters of families, not only regularly attend 
their duty at church on the Lord's day them- 
ſelves, but require the fame from their children 


Aid {ervants; and not only reſtrain them from 


pending that ſacred day ill, but to the beſt of 
their ability encourage and aſüſt them to ſpend 
it well. | 


And would to God! that important and much 


negletca duty of Family Prayer were revived, 
and the word of God devoutly read in our houſes 
on the Lord's day ! Then we ſhould not have to 
complain of the irregularities and diſorders which 
prevail in our ſtreets on the Lord's day, particu- 


larly in the evening, which call aloud for the in 
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© terference of the Magiſtrate. If parents and 
maſters of families would exert themſelves to at- 
tend to the religious inſtruction of their children, 
apprentices, and fervants, on that day, they 
would become more orderly and decent in their 


behaviour, more ſober in their minds and con— 


duct, and more faithful and obedient in their te- 


veral duties. 


Let every man then conſider himſelf, at a time 
like the preſent, as perlonally called upon to 


| ſtem that tide of impiety and wickedneſs, which 


threatens to ſweep away every remains of piety 
and yirtue among us. Let us take warning by 


the example of a neighbouring nation, which has 


experienced the dreadful effects of infidelity and 


vice, under the moſt horrid forms. For it we of 


this nation take not warning from the awful ex- 


ample afforded us, if we remain incorrigible in our 


vices, and no reformation take place among us; 
if luxury and profligacy with their concomitant 
vices, like ſo many vultures are ſuffered to prey 
upon our vitals, we ſhall have rcafon to fear a 
ſimilar diſaſter. 


Behold then the wiſdom and goodneſs of the 
Lord, 
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Tord, who in His ſevereſt corrections intends 
the good of His creatures! If our endeavours to 
obtain @ /aſe and lonourable Peace have hitherto 
been fruſtrated ; if our beſt concerted plans have 
failed of ſucceſs, we ſhould learn not to depend 
upon the * arm of fleſh, and to acknowledge, that 
+ wnleſs the Lord ſeep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in rain. If we experience 2 tempo- 
rary ſcarcity of bread, we ſhould learn from it to 
repreſs that riot and luxury, which too generally 


- prevail, and to call upon God, the giver of all 


good things; who ſendeth plenty or ſcarcity, as 
to Him feems good. Let then the troubles and 
dithculties which we at preſent experience, ope- 
rate as means, in the hand of divine providence, 
ot our reformation and amendment Let us rend 
our hearts and not our garments, and turn unto the 


{ord our God ; and he will be merciful and gra- 
cious unto us. | 


Let us change our riot and luxury, for tempe- 
rance and fobriety ; our profaneneſs for piety ; 
our infidelity for devotion. Theſe virtues will 

Prove 


* Jeremiah: xvii. 5. + Piaim cxxvii. 1. 
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prove the moſt formidable weapons with which 
tor 


theſe will engage the divine providence on our 
fide. Defended by theſe, the enzmy Hel, rot be 
able to do us riolence, nor the wicked approach to 
hurt 
change in our principles and practice take place 


us, Let then ſuch a reformation, fuch a 


among us, and our difficulties will pretently va- 


nith. * Our garners ſhall be full and plonteons wlh 


all manner of fore; there ul be no decay, no con- 


plaing in our ftreets. The Lord fhatl gre ferength 
unto Tis people ; the Lord fhall give 17ts people the 


BLESSING of PEACE. 


alm cxliv. 12, 14.---Pialm xxtx. It, 
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